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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

CENTRE CHAMPIONSHIPS

WELCOME boys, girls, mums, dads and special guests
including Federal Community Services Minister Jenny
Macklin to the local culmination of the Diamond Valley
Little Athletics Centre’s season, the track and field
championships. We are looking forward to two days of
top class competition, with most of the youngsters hoping
to notch up personal bests and spend more time with
their new-found friends. So, enjoy the weekend and
please ensure you show sportsmanship WIN, LOSE OR
DRAW. That, after all, is what little athletics is all about.

STATE MULTI EVENT

DIAMOND Valley enjoyed a very successful weekend at
the State Multi Event Championships in Albury. The
centre picked up five medals (one gold, three silver and
one bronze) and had a high number of athletes finishing
in the top 10. Special congratulations must go to

under 12 athlete Jade Crabtree who enjoyed a big day
out, performing at a high level in all her events.
Significantly, it was Jade’s fourth successive state multi-
event title. That's some achievement. Matthew Haynes
(boys under 14) continued his stellar season by earning a
silver medal, as did Laurence Schubert (boys under 12)
and Nick Beames (boys under 9). Nick just keeps on
keeping on this year. Well done to all participants who
represented the centre with such distinction. We should
also note that girls team manager Stuart Schnaars put in
TWO LONG DAYS without having a child competing.
There’s nothing like being there at the crack of dawn, is
there Stuart? The centre appreciates your sterling effort.

VALE KEVIN TIMMINS

IT was with great sadness that many at the Diamond
Valley learned of the recent death of Northern
Metropolitan Region stalwart Kevin Timmins. Kevin, who
was region and state chief track judge, was a true
gentleman with a great sense of humour who contributed
to the little athletics family in a major way for many, many
years. Most importantly, he made little aths fun for many
youngsters and kept the adults laughing as well.

Even after he fell ill he continued to attend meetings and
officiate. | last worked with Kevin at the NMR multi event
late last year and we had our usual banter. He made no
mention of his illness and just got on with the job in his
usual no fuss way. He will be greatly missed by all,
especially those in the Northern Metropolitan Region.
The DVLAC has passed on our condolences to his wife
Gwen and his daughter Carol, both of whom are great
NMR servants.

THANK YOU

THE 2007-2008 season in which we celebrated our
40" anniversary in style has been a challenging and
enjoyable one with plenty of highs.

We staged our first open day at the beginning of the
season and recently hosted a very successful Northern
Metropolitan Region track and field championships.
Along the way the centre welcomed a new club -
Yarrambat Plenty - and recorded the highest number of
registrations in Victoria (712).

None of this would have happened without the enormous
commitment of our dedicated volunteers. Our esteemed
secretary, Andrew Edney (the other Andrew) has been
organisational architect for much of the year and does
countless hours behind the scenes to ensure your
children can compete at a well organised and
professionally run centre. Other significant contributors
include our financial wizard, treasurer lain Macrae, and
program manager Chris “Stats” Lynch. Chris does a
superb job in running a program for so many children
every weekend. Chris, enjoy the winter break and go
Pies!

Praise must also go to our hard-working team managers
Stuart Schnaars (girls) and Nick Soccio (boys). They
have handled their sometimes tough assignments with
poise and competency.




